Intracranial lipomas and epilepsy.
Intracranial lipomas are rare, mostly congenital lesions. Sporadic case reports suggest an association with focal epilepsy. All admissions to our epilepsy monitoring unit who had had brain MRI were reviewed for intracranial lipomas during 6 consecutive years. Five patients with intracranial lipomas were identified (0.14%). Lipomas were located in the midline (3 cases), in the tectal region, and over the parietal cortex. Another intracranial pathology was identified in two patients causing the epilepsy in these cases (head trauma and hemimegaencephaly). In two other cases the Video EEG monitoring findings were not congruent with the location of the lipoma, but no other explanation for their epilepsy was found. In one patient a large midline lipoma extending into the right lateral ventricle was thought to be the cause of the patient's right hemispheric seizures. No other clinical symptoms or complications of the lipomas were noted. Intracranial lipomas are rare, incidental, often asymptomatic findings and usually located near the midline. In only one of our five patients was the lipoma interpreted as the definite cause of the epilepsy.